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DIOMEDE A LEPTORHYNCHA COUES, 1866 (AVES): PROPOSED 

SUPPRESSION UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS. Z.N.(S.) 1947 

by George E. Watson {National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, D.C. 20560) 

The type of Diomedea leptorhyncha Coues, 1866 {Proc, Acad. Ndt. Sci. 
Philadelphia 18 : 178) has recently (Watson and Divoky, in press, Condor) been 
identified as the skull of an immature Galapagos Albatross, D. irrorata Salvin, 
1883 {Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 430). Although Coues’ name, which was only 
provisionally proposed, antedates Salvin’s by 17 years, it has never been used 
as a senior synonym in the primary literature since it was proposed. The only 
other times I can find that it has been used at all were by Salvin, 1 896 {Cat. Birds 
Brit. Mus. 25 : 455), who cited it as a “doubtful species”; by Mathews (1934, 
Nov. Zool. 39 : 153), who made it a junior synonym of Diomedea albatrus 
Pallas, 1769, and designated its locality as China; and by Deignan, 1961 {Bull. 
U.S. Natl. Mus. 221 : 8), who stated that “[the skull] seems without question to 
belong to a form of the genus Diomedea, but has never been found to match any 
specimen of the known recent species”. 

The name may thus be regarded as an unused senior synonym. Therefore, 
in the interests of nomenclatural stability and to preserve the well-known name 
Diomedea irrorata Salvin, 1883, the only one by which the Galapagos Albatross 
has ever been known, I apply to the International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature to: 

(1) use its plenary powers to suppress for the purposes of the Law of 

Priority, but not for those of the Law of Homonymy, the name 
leptorhyncha Coues, 1866, as published in the binomen Diomedea 
leptorhyncha ; 

(2) place the specific name irrorata Salvin, 1883, as published in the binomen 

Diomedea irrorata, on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology; 

(3) place the specific name Diomedea leptorhyncha Coues, 1 866 (as sup- 

pressed under the plenary powers in (1) above) on the Official Index 
of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology. 
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